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although the Japanese Government had definitely affirmed its
intention to withdraw immediately after the China affair had been
settled because the China affair is the obstacle to peace in the Far
East.
g. If the United States really desires peace in the Far East the
Japanese Government hopes that it will give full consideration to
the Japanese Government's declaration and will co-operate for the
settlement of the China affair, which is the obstacle to peace in the
Far East.
 10.	As the Ambassador is fully aware, both the present and the
last cabinet of Prince Konoye have had the sincerest wish to adjust
relations with the United States, and it is the Minister's firm con-
viction that there is no room for doubt that this wish has been equally
shared by President Roosevelt and Secretary Hull.
 11.	Admiral Toyoda fears that the breakdown of peace between
the two countries would not only be an extremely miserable matter
in itself;  Japan and the United States, as the last two countries
which hold the key for maintaining world peace in the present state
of the world, would make a bad situation still worse by failing to
practise statesmanship.    This would   leave the blackest spot on
human history, and future historians would find themselves unable
to understand the nature of the breakdown.   Finally, if we as states-
men allow such a situation to arise it will mean that we have failed
in our responsibilities to both peoples.
 12.	The Minister believes that both Japan and the United States
must do their duty as saviours of the world in the present crisis.
Therefore they must consider the problems in a calm and friendly
atmosphere on an equal basis as between two great powers facing
the Pacific Ocean.    The Minister further believes that the two
countries can adjust their relations in that spirit.
 13.	The Minister cannot but recognize the fact that in spite of
the points just mentioned the present relations between the United
States and Japan have become extremely strained as a result of mis-
understanding between the two countries  and sinister designs by
third powers, and if nothing is done to improve matters the situation
can become more critical.

 14.	The Minister believes that the only way to surmount this
crisis is to have responsible people of both countries meet face to
face and express their true intentions towards each other, with a
view to remedying the present situation and discovering ways and
means to aid mankind and promote the peace of the world.
 15.	In other words, the Minister thinks that it would be most
opportune if the leaders of both countries, animated by the above-
mentioned desires, could talk most frankly in order to settle American-
Japanese relations in the aforesaid spirit and also from a broad-
minded point of view.   He therefore expressed his conviction that it
would be highly desirable that Prince Konoye should proceed to
Honolulu and talk personally with President Roosevelt if the Presi-

